THE    AMERICAN    PRESIDENTS
Southern dissent had been crushed, the capitalist knew no
rival.
With the rise of Roosevelt there came to the White House,
for the first time since Johnson, a man who protested
against many of the assumptions of the business man's
world. Unhappily, the so-called Progresive Era of Roose-
velt, Taft, and Wilson, represented little more than protest.
The Progressives thought all they had to do was to repair
the machinery of democratic government, and the country-
would thrive. Actually, democracy is powerless in a world
of Big Business. If it can ever succeed, it must be in
Jefferson's world of free farmers, or Bryan's world of the
business-man of the cross-roads store. The Progressives
passed laws purporting to give the people greater control of
the government; they awakened the conscience of the coun-
try, creating a brief demand for better things. And the end
of all their effort was the Presidency of Warren Harding.
Democracy, in the giant world-cities of to-day, is as unreal
as the democracy of the Roman Empire.
The choice before the United States, the dilemma which
the Progressives failed to define, is the choice between
saving traditional American democracy at the cost of econ-
omic retrogression (by creating a simpler society in which
social democracy would be thinkable), or else of creating a
new social order (and presumably a new form of government)
suitable to a super-industrialized, urbanized society, and
capable of administering a modern capitalist state in the*
common good and in accord with the Christian moral code.*
Clearly, the first choice is unacceptable.    Only a religious
ideal would reconcile a nation to turning away from the
deadly charms of industrial progress.    And the second
choice will not be made until American political leaders
convince themselves that Jacksonian democracy and the
cosmopolis-state of Big Business are as incompatible as
slave-based aristocracy and the frontier life.
Because of his failure to face these problems, Roosevelt?s
famous war on Big Business was only an interruption to the
* Conmramsm, of course, is a third possibility, and will become a pro-
fcbQfy if present tendencies are left unchecked.